
GOD’S PRINCIPLE OF INDIVIDUALITY CONTRASTED WITH TWO EXTREMES

GOVERNMENTALLY
	Human Individualism 
	Christian Individuality 
	Human Centralization

	Individualism without Christ 
	Recognition of individual identity in the Lord 
	Collectivism without individual identity 

	Results in individual Freedom at all costs
	It balances Liberty with order under Christ’s law
	Results into absolute control by the central system at all cost 

	Results into anarchy 
	Person enjoys freedom in the Lord 
	Results into tyranny 

	Self-centred man

My will be done
	Christ centred individual 

‘Thy will be done’
	Self-centred King 

My will be done

	Anarchy – do as one pleases with impunity 
	Authority with responsibility 
	Tyranny – do as ruler pleases or else…!

	Licence – an excess of freedom, no restraint 
	Christian self government with rule by consent 
	Slavery – no freedom at all 

	Lawlessness – each one is a law unto himself 
	Liberty with law 
	Bondage – lawful coercion or plunder; dictatorial 

	Individualism separate from God or society 
	Self government with unity 
	Individual of value only as part of the state 

	Social, moral and political rebellion 
	Local self government with union with others 
	Socialism – centralization of power in hands of one or few 

	Individual determines amount of freedom and property exclusive of all others 
	Government by consent of the governed 
	Central government determines amount and extent of freedom, property, and union. 

	Results into Anarchy to Democratic forms of government 
	Results into Christian Constitutional (covenantal) Federal Republic 
	Results into bureaucratic to Dictatorial forms of government 


BIBLICAL EXAMPLES TO THE THREE FORMS OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT 
	Human Individualism 
	Christian Individuality 
	Human Centralization

	Isaiah 30:9: “…this is a rebellious people…children that will not hear the law of the Lord.”
	Rom. 13:3a, 4a: “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil…for he is the minister of God to thee for good”
	Eccl. 8:9: “…there is a time when one man rules over another to his own hurt.”

	Luke 18:9: “He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt:”
	Judges 5:9: “My heart goes out to the commanders (governors) of Israel who offered themselves willingly among the people”
	1Samu. 8:17: “He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slave.”

	Judges 2:19: “But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods,… they did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways.”
	1 Peter 2:13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him or to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.
	Neh. 9:34-37: “Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not kept your law or paid attention to your commandments and your warnings that you gave them. 35 Even in their own kingdom, and amid your great goodness that you gave them, and in the large and rich land that you set before them, they did not serve you or turn from their wicked works. 36 Behold, we are slaves this day; in the land that you gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts, behold, we are slaves. 37 And its rich yield goes to the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins. They rule over our bodies and over our livestock as they please, and we are in great distress.”

	Jer. 18:12: ““But they say, ‘That is in vain! We will follow our own plans, and will every one act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart.’
	Acts 5:29: “But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.”
	Matt. 2:16-18: “Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. …”


