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Introduction


T
he following study guide was developed to accompany the 
book Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice: An Urgent 
Appeal to Fellow Christians in a Time of Social Crisis by 


Scott David Allen (Credo House Publishers, 2020). Scott is the 
president of Disciple Nations Alliance, disciplenations.org.


While the study guide may be used individually, you will 
get more out of it if you work in the context of a small group that 
allows for discussion and mutual leaning. 


The study guide is developed to be completed in ten weeks. 
Each weekly assignment is divided into six daily lessons. These 
lessons will entail reading and reflecting on a portion of the 
book, working through the entire book chapter-by-chapter. The 
purpose of the study guide is to help you better understand the 
key ideas of the book and take time to reflect on and discuss 
these ideas for deeper understanding and application.


SUGGESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUP STUDY
The topic of social justice can be a particularly sensitive one 
to discuss. As you embark on this study together, a shared 
understanding of how to participate with one another will help 
facilitate open, honest discussion. 


̂
̂
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Your group may not yet have the relational trust and mutual 
respect necessary for vulnerable discussions. That’s normal. 
Hopefully, however, after a meeting or two this dynamic will 
begin to develop.


As trust is being built, be intentional about providing a 
space for everyone to be heard. Remember that you are entering 
this conversation with your own distinctive experiences from 
unique families, cultures, and histories. With that in mind, be 
gracious and patient with one another, realizing you won’t all 
have the same knowledge base. We recommend the following 
ground rules before starting: 


1. Be respectful. Be on time to in-person meetings. Wait 
your turn to speak. Be willing to hear people out. Be 
careful not to dominate the discussion. Draw out 
insights from those who are more reserved. 


2. Suspend judgment. Try not to label or categorize 
people based on political views, sex, ethnic backgrounds, 
or other differences. Don’t assume motivations. Don’t 
dismiss the experiences of others. 


3. Be curious. Ask for clarification. Notice your own biases, 
judgments, and assumptions. Take time to do your own 
research; then bring your questions to the group.


4. Actively participate. Be honest, share your experiences, 
listen to the experiences of others, be willing to risk 
hard conversations, and stay in the room, even when 
that is hard.
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5. Complete the homework. Come to each discussion 
having read the assigned chapters and having answered 
all of the questions for each daily lesson. If you’re 
unable to complete the homework, plan to limit your 
participation the following week to listening during the 
discussion time.


As a group, feel free to come up with one or two additional 
ground rules that may help your group thrive in participation and 
communication. Discuss any questions about these ground rules. 
Each member should commit to practicing these boundaries 
before your group moves forward.


NOTE: The “Suggestions for Small Group Study” were adapted from the 
“Ground Rules” section of an outstanding curriculum titled Reconciled: 
A Biblical Approach to Racial Unity by Monique Duson, published by 
The Center for Biblical Unity, 2021, and available on their website: 
centerforbiblicalunity.com.







̂
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WEEK 1


Strange Justice


By their fruit you will recognize them. 
—Matthew 7:16


FIRST DAY
Read the Introduction (pages 1–4).
1. The true definition of justice finds its source in the 


_________ and has expressed itself historically in ways 
_______  _______  __________  __________. The counterfeit 
is sourced in “_____________” and “___________” 
philosophies (Colossians ___:___) that emerged from 
Europe in the ________s.


2. Our worldviews determine how we think and act, in much 
the same way the root of a fruit tree determines its fruit. 
What are some bitter “fruits” that come from the root of 
ideological social justice? How have you seen this play out 
in our society today?


̂ ̂
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3. Though it used to be confined to the universities, which 
parts of our culture in America today have been affected 
(and even dominated by) this worldview?


SECOND DAY
Read the Introduction (pages 5–8).
4. What do you learn about the church’s role in lifting people 


out of poverty from the example given about the nations of 
northern Europe before and after the Reformation?


5. How could both the conservative wing and the social 
justice wing of the evangelical church heed a more holistic 
approach to mission? 
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THIRD DAY
Read the Introduction (pages 9–10).
6. The author’s fervent prayer is that this book will be a wake-up 


call his ________________  ___________ and __________. 


This is his plea: _______________ and __________ 
the counterfeit. Remember what _________ justice is. 
_________  _________ to that truth, no matter how 
unpopular. ___________ it out. _______________ it. Be the 
_________ and light Jesus commands us to be.


FOURTH DAY
Read Chapter One (pages 11–12).
7. Postmodernism holds that ultimate authority is vested 


neither in God nor in science. According to this view, in 
what is it vested? 


8. Why is this significant when thinking about how 
postmodernism and ideological social justice have gotten a 
foothold in America?
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FIFTH DAY
Read Chapter One (pages 13–16).
9. Why do many Christians not see the danger of ideological 


social justice? 


10. We are witnessing a growing trend of leading Christian 
voices ___________ or ___________ promoting 
ideological social justice inside the church and sowing 
______________ by equating it with biblical justice.


11. If Bible-believing churches continue to confuse biblical 
justice and ideological justice, what gets lost in this morally 
confusing time?


SIXTH DAY
Review Introduction, Chapter One, and Matthew 7:16.
12. Based on your review of these chapters and the Matthew 


verse, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week?







PERSONAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONŜ
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WEEK 2


Biblical Justice


He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and 
all his ways are just. A faithful God who 


does no wrong, upright and just is he. 
—Deuteronomy 32:4


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Two (pages 17–20).
1. Justice is alignment to a standard of goodness, or 


righteousness. According to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
how does one determine when a law is just or unjust?


2. Without the “higher law of God,” justice is ___________ and 
____________ based on whoever wields ____________.
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3. Write out the following verses in which “justice” and 
“righteousness” are used interchangeably in the Scriptures: 


Proverbs 8:20


Psalm 97:1–2


Psalm 103:6


SECOND DAY
Chapter Two (pages 20–21).
4. God, not the “changing consensus of elite opinion,” is the 


___________  _________ by which Christians measure all 
claims of justice.


5. What are the two ways in which God communicates his just 
law to humanity? 
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THIRD DAY
Chapter Two (pages 22–24).
6. Pastor Kevin DeYoung describes seven different ways that 


justice is played out in everyday life. What are those ways?


7. What adjective does America’s Declaration of Independence 
use to describe our rights as creations of God? What does 
this word mean? (Use a dictionary, if needed.)


8. Biblical justice is both communitive and distributive. 
Describe each.


FOURTH DAY
Chapter Two (pages 25–28).
9. Why are we so “double-minded” when it comes to justice in our 


own lives? Can you give an example of when you’ve seen this?
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10. When we don’t measure up to God’s perfect standard of 
justice, it is called ______________. We are guilty of injustice 
against not only humankind but against _____________. 
Write out Psalm 51:4 and Romans 3:9, 23, which both 
clearly communicate this truth.


11. Because of God’s moral goodness and hatred of injustice, 
what do we see him do or promise to do when he sees 
injustice in the world (Psalm 56:8; Psalm 72:12–14; 
Romans 1:18)?


FIFTH DAY
Chapter Two (pages 28–32).
12. God’s justice and mercy meet at the __________. Explain 


that statement in your own words, in the words of the 
author, or using Scripture (Psalm 85:10; Isaiah 53:4–6; 
Romans 3:22–26; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18).
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13. Why does God delay the final judgment for the moment  
(2 Peter 3:9)?


14. What are two things the church must do while we wait for 
God’s final judgment?


SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Two and Deuteronomy 32:4.
15. Based on your review of this chapter and the Deuteronomy 


verse, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week? 







PERSONAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONŜ
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WEEK 3


Justice    before   
the Judgment


Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but  
leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written:  


‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. 
—Romans 12:19


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Three (pages 33–35).
1. What is God’s role vs. our role in rooting out all of earth’s evil?


2. Write out Romans 12:20–21, which beautifully describes 
the love that believers are called to have for our enemies.







18 WHY SOCIAL JUSTICE IS NOT BIBLICAL JUSTICE STUDY GUIDESTUDY GUIDE


SECOND DAY
Read Chapter Three (pages 36–37).
3. According to Daniel Webster, what is “the ligament which 


holds civilized beings and civilized nations together”?


4. What four things do we take for granted when growing up 
in a culture that is profoundly shaped by a Judeo-Christian 
worldview?


5. Just societies acknowledge a _________  _______ higher 
than themselves and a ____________  _____________ to 
whom even the most powerful are accountable.


THIRD DAY
Chapter Three (page 37).
6. If justice is not founded upon a transcendent, objective basis 


of righteousness, upon what will it necessarily be founded? 
Who will impose this “justice”?







Justice before the Judgment 19


7. Just societies are built upon the rule of ____________, not 
the rule of ___________. 


8. What is the “rule of law”? Give an example of when you 
have seen this in action.


FOURTH DAY
Chapter Three (pages 37–39).
9. Just societies are built upon the truth that all human beings 


are __________ ____________-_____________ and, as 
such, have equal ____________, incalculable ___________, 
and ___________ that cannot be taken away.


10. The sentiment described above is found in the second 
paragraph of which of America’s founding documents? 
What is the actual quote from this document? See www.
archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. 
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11. Sarah Irving-Stonebraker discovered that atheism provides 
no rationale for what two things? What is the natural result 
in a society not marked by these two things? 


FIFTH DAY
Chapter Three (pages 39–42).
12. Describe due process. Why is it called “due” process? Give a 


few examples of due process that Americans enjoy because 
our country is founded on Judeo-Christian principles.


13. What do Christians like gymnast Rachel Denhollander 
have the space to do, knowing that God is in charge of final 
judgment? How have you seen this play out?


14. What do those who deny God and his final judgment feel as 
though they need to take on to “perfect” society?
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SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Three, Romans 12:19, and the US Declaration 
of Independence.
15. Based on your review of this chapter, the Romans verse, and 


one of our country’s founding documents, what have you 
learned about God, the church, and/or the United States of 
America? How will you apply what you have learned this 
week?







PERSONAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONŜ
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WEEK 4


Justice Redefined


See to it that no one takes you captive through 
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 
on human tradition and the elemental spiritual 


forces of this world rather than on Christ.
—Colossians 2:8


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Four (page 43).
1. (Review Question) If we abandon a transcendent plumb line 


to distinguish between good and evil, our only alternative 
is to accept a man-made standard that will necessarily be 
_____________, ____________, and ___________ to the 
__________ of those who wield _____________.


2. What is the “redefinition” of justice, according to the 
adherents of ideological social justice? 
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SECOND DAY
Read Chapter Four (pages 44–45).
3. Which six things characterize the hugely influential 


ideology of social justice? 


1. At the core of any culture is a “cult,” which is a _________- 
_______  ____________ belief ___________. A worldview 
shift involves replacing one _________, one ____________, 
and one __________ of ___________ with another.


2. Fill in the following table, which describes the two 
momentous shifts in Western worldviews from “premodern” 
to “postmodern.”


Worldview Dates Reality
Supreme 
Authority


Premodern 


Modern


Postmodern
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3. Why is “truth” now perceived to be internal, personal, and 
subjective—a product of human imagination? 


THIRD DAY
Read Chapter Four (pages 46–47).
4. Why is postmodernism’s grounding of reality in the 


autonomous sovereign individual ultimately “unworkable”?


5. Which social theorist (1818–1883) created a new narrative, 
a new worldview—a new religion, in fact—to replace the 
Judeo-Christian worldview as the West’s new “cult”?


6. Throughout the twentieth century, which six countries put 
Marx’s metanarrative to the test? What were some of the 
results of those social experiments?
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FOURTH DAY
Read Chapter Four (pages 47–49).
7. What is the “Frankfurt School,” and what did its theorists 


create?


8. Marx’s worldview is built on the notion that the world 
can be divided into two basic categories: _________  
______________ and _____________  _____________.


9. Fill in the following tables that help explain Marxism 1.0 
and Marxism 2.0 (cultural Marxism or social justice).


Marxism 1.0


Good Evil (Systems) Evil (People)


Oppressed victims 
(morally innocent)


The working class (the 
proletariat)
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Marxism 2.0 (Cultural Marxism or Social Justice)7


Good Evil (Systems) Evil (People)


Oppressed victims 
(morally innocent)


Class—The working 
class (the proletariat)


Race—Ethnic 
minorities (people of 
color)


Sex—Females


Gender—LGBTQ+


FIFTH DAY
Read Chapter Four (pages 50–53).
10. How do we develop the practice and habit of thinking 


“worldview-ishly”?
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11. Summarize Christian apologist Neil Shenvi’s insightful 
concern about the erosion of biblical truth as it relates to 
ideological social justice.


SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Four and Colossians 2:8.
12. Based on your review of this chapter and the Colossians 


verse, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week?







PERSONAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONŜ
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WEEK 5


The    Ideology’s   
Core    Tenets 


 (PART ONE)


So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 


clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, neither slave not free, nor is there male or 


female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
—Galatians 3:26–28


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Five (page 55).
1. Presuppositions are a set of “givens” (or core tenets) in any 


worldview. Both the biblical worldview and ideological 
social justice have their presuppositions. How is it helpful 
for you to see these presuppositions side-by-side?
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2. Skim over the tables on pages 56–58. Then read “What Is 
Ultimately Real?” and “Who Are We?” on pages 58–64. Fill 
in the corresponding table with the information you gather 
in your reading.


Ideological Social 
Justice Biblical Worldview


What is ultimately 
real?


Who are we? 
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SECOND DAY
Read Chapter Five (pages 64–75).
3. Read “What Is Our Fundamental Problem as Human 


Beings?” and “What Is the Solution to Our Problem?” 
on pages 64–75. Fill in the corresponding table with the 
information you gather in your reading.


Ideological Social 
Justice Biblical Worldview


What is our 
fundamental problem 
as human beings?


What is the solution to 
our problem? 
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THIRD DAY
Read Chapter Five (pages 75–88).
4. Read “What Is Our Primary Moral Duty?” and “How 


Do We Know What Is True?” on pages 75–88. Fill in the 
corresponding tables with the information you gather in 
your reading.


Ideological Social 
Justice Biblical Worldview


What is our primary 
moral duty?


How do we know 
what is true?
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FOURTH DAY
Read Chapter Five (Page 89–97).
5. Read “Who Has Ultimate Authority?” and “Is There a Final 


Judgment?” on pages 89–97. Fill in the corresponding table 
with the information you gather in your reading.


Ideological Social 
Justice Biblical Worldview


Who has ultimate 
authority?


Is there a future, final 
judgment?
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FIFTH DAY
Review Chapter Five (page 58).
6. Christian apologist Neil Shenvi notes that the ideological 


social justice worldview and the biblical worldview are 
distinct and ___________________. Why is this a huge 
problem for the church today?


SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Five and Galatians 3:26–28.
7. Based on your review of this chapter and the Galatians 


verses, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week?


 







PERSONAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONŜ
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WEEK 6


The    Ideology’s   
Core    Tenets 


 (PART TWO)


So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 


clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, neither slave not free, nor is there male or 


female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
—Galatians 3:26–28


FIRST DAY
Review Chapter Five (selected texts on ideological social justice).
1. (Page 59): Postmodernism and ideological social justice both 


essentially “deify” subjective human perception. If we believe 
we are our own gods, what are some of the consequences of 
that belief?







40 WHY SOCIAL JUSTICE IS NOT BIBLICAL JUSTICE STUDY GUIDESTUDY GUIDE


2. (Pages 60–61): In contrast to the biblical concept of the 
created individual, with immutable rights to life and 
liberty, ideological social justice “denies the existence of 
the _______________ [and claims that] all you are is an 
avatar of your ____________ interests” (Jordan Peterson). 
The only things that matter in defining who you are your 
____________  ________________, not your personal 
__________, life _____________, choices, and deeply held 
__________.


SECOND DAY
Review Chapter Five (selected texts on ideological social justice).
3. (Page 64): What is zero sum thinking? (See https://youtu.


be/2cnF3Pj66nE for a one-minute explanation, if needed.) 
How does ideological social justice use zero sum thinking 
to explain power struggles among groups?


4. (Page 70): What tactics are used by social justice 
revolutionaries to gain power or “dismantle/deconstruct” 
the systems or structures they want to overthrow? 
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5. (Pages 76–77): As ideological social justice has become the 
dominant worldview in the West, has morality “disappeared,” 
or merely changed? Explain your answer and how that 
makes you feel as a believer in the biblical worldview.


THIRD DAY
Review Chapter Five (selected texts on ideological social justice).
6. (Page 78): “Privilege” has been redefined in the ideological 


social justice framework as something that is experienced 
not as an individual but as wholly associated with 
____________  ____________.


7. (Page 78): What is “virtue signaling”? Why do people 
participate in this? How have you been tempted to do this 
in your own life?


8. (Page 80): The false system of moral guilt or innocence at 
the heart of social justice morality (including “whiteness” 
or “white privilege,” among many other “sins”) makes it 
______________ with the gospel. In fact, it is a ___________  
___________. 
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FOURTH DAY
Review Chapter Five (selected texts on the biblical worldview).
9. (Page 81): Name three people toward whom Jesus extended 


grace and love who would be considered “irredeemably 
evil” by ideological social justice standards? What does this 
tell you about our moral duty to care for the “oppressor,” as 
well as for the “oppressed” (as defined by ideological social 
justice)?


10. (Page 86): What do John 14:6 and John 18:37 make clear?


11. (Pages 86–87): What things would not be part of our reality 
if the Judeo-Christian commitment to objective, knowable 
truth did not exist?
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FIFTH DAY
Review Chapter Five (selected texts).
12. (Page 87): By which three ways is truth known to us?


13. (Page 88): True justice treats all people the same, regardless of 
skin color, ethnicity, sex, gender, or any other ______________ 
characteristic. Biblical justice is committed to discovering 
truth about guilt or innocence based on ___________ and 
_____________, not on __________________ in a so-called 
________________ group.


14. (Page 89): In the worldview of ideological social justice, 
authority is conferred by __________  ___________ 
(instead of wisdom, age, position, or experience). The more 
“intersectional victim-boxes” one can check, the greater the 
____________  ____________. The greater the _________  
___________, the greater the ____________. Why do you 
think this tactic works in our society today?
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SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Five and Galatians 3:26–28.
15. Based on your review of this chapter and the Galatians 


verses, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week?







PERSONAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONŜ
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WEEK 7


The Ideology’s Values 
and Disvalues


Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,  
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything 
is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.


—Philippians 4:8


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Six (pages 99–101).
1. How does the ideological social justice understanding of 


“equality” differ from that revealed in Scripture?
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2. In regard to “equality,” what was the goal of the communist 
states of the Soviet Union and China and of all other 
utopian experiments? What was often the consequence of 
not conforming to this kind of “equality”?


3. Bad outcomes must never be blamed on ____________  
_________ or _____________, according to ideological 
social justice. This amounts to “___________ the victim.” 
Blame must ___________ be attributed to __________, 
__________, and _____________ causes beyond human 
control.


SECOND DAY
Read Chapter Six (pages 102–107).
4. If social justice requires equality of outcome, and two-


parent, loving homes are shown to confer enormous 
advantages to some children over others, what is ideological 
social justice’s solution to this “inequality”?
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5. Diversity simply means ____________ or __________. 
What does the diversity of God’s creation teach us about 
God?


6. What kind of diversity does ideological social justice 
champion—individual difference or group difference? 
Explain why this is actually oppressive conformity.


THIRD DAY
Read Chapter Six (pages 108–112).
7. What do the following Scriptures teach us about how 


Christians should think and act toward the poor and needy 
among us?


Proverbs 19:17 


1 John 3:17 
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8. While the poor can be victims of natural disasters, wars, 
violence, oppressive powers, or disease, the Christian’s 
view of the poor (and of themselves) should never be 
reduced to “___________.” This word can describe 
___________________ but must never describe 
____________.


9. According to a biblical worldview, what are the three 
primary jobs of the government? What is not one of its jobs?


FOURTH DAY
Read Chapter Six (pages 113–117).
10. What is behind the recent trends of not standing for the 


National Anthem, refusing to honor the flag, and the 
desecration and tearing down of statues, murals, and 
portraits that commemorate famous historical figures such 
as Washington, Churchill, and Columbus?
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11. For all its flaws, what are some truly good things that have 
come from Western civilization?


12. Explain the difference between the two “streams” of Western 
civilization. Where did they both start? What did each 
stream affirm? How did/does this affect capitalism, and 
why are people (including many evangelical leaders) quick 
to criticize Western civilization, capitalism, the American 
dream, and even America’s legacy of freedom?


FIFTH DAY
Read Chapter Six (pages 117–129).
13. Describe the distorted morality that exists now because of 


the presuppositions, values, and disvalues of ideological 
social justice. What things are considered “immoral,” and 
how is this “immorality” punished?







̂52 WHY SOCIAL JUSTICE IS NOT BIBLICAL JUSTICE STUDY GUIDESTUDY GUIDE


14. What are some changes we are seeing and can expect to see 
more of if ideological social justice continues to eclipse the 
Judeo-Christian belief system in our culture? Which one of 
these concerns you the most?


SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Six and Philippians 4:8
15. Based on your review of this chapter and the Philippians 


verse, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week?
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WEEK 8


Inroads into the 
Culture • • • and the 


Church 
 (PART ONE)


Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow  
to become in every respect the mature body of  


him who is the head, that is, Christ.
—Ephesians 4:15


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 131–134).
1. Where do we see the presuppositions of ideological social 


justice dominate huge swaths of our culture today? Name 
at least five.
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2. What are the three ways in which the church has historically 
responded to hostile, nonbiblical worldviews that were 
influencing its culture?


3. How did “fundamentalism” come about in the United 
States? What did it stand against, and what did it give rise to 
in the present day?


SECOND DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 135–143).
4. What significant error did evangelicalism make in reacting 


to the “social gospel”? What was lost as a result?


5. When postmodernism and neo-Marxism began to infiltrate 
the culture in America (circa 2010), what began to split? 
The faction that chose the path of conformity to the culture 
is known as “the evangelical left” or _______________  
_____________.
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6. In addition to poverty and economic equality issues, 
the new leaders have followed the culture into the whole 
intersectional array of oppressed groups: ____________, 
the _____________ community, and _________ minorities.


THIRD DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 143–144).
7. What are the two very different definitions of racism being 


discussed in today’s American culture?


8. The “Revolutionary Narrative” about race holds that existing 
social, cultural, and economic systems are so corrupted that 
there is _______  ____________ for ____________. They 
need to be __________  _______, root and branch, to make 
way for a _________  __________.


FOURTH DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 144–159).
9. Read “The Revolutionary Narrative” and “The Preservation 


Narrative” on pages 144–149. Fill in the corresponding 
table with the information you gather in your reading. 
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The Revolutionary 
Narrative


The Preservation 
Narrative


What is emphasized?


What needs to 
happen for positive 
change to occur?


What is the biggest 
problem facing the 
black community?


What is THE 
foundation of The 
United States of 
America?


What does “color-
blind” mean?


Where does racism 
reside?


#Blacklivesmatter
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FIFTH DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 149–159).
10. Which narrative affirms the goodness of America’s founding 


principles and seeks to preserve and continually improve 
our systems and institutions to more perfectly reflect these 
principles?


SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Seven and Ephesians 4:15.
11. Based on your review of this chapter and the Ephesians 


verse, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week?
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̂







61


̂ ̂


WEEK 9


Inroads into the 
Culture • • • and the 


Church 
 (PART TWO)


Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will  
grow to become in every respect the mature  
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.


—Ephesians 4:15


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 160–163).
1. While the author deeply resonated with much of Eric 


Mason’s writing in Woke Church: An Urgent Call for 
Christians in America to Confront Racism and Injustice, 
he lists 15 concerns he has regarding Mason’s thinking 







62 WHY SOCIAL JUSTICE IS NOT BIBLICAL JUSTICE STUDY GUIDESTUDY GUIDE


and teaching. List some of these concerns that you see as 
troubling for the church today.


2. What is the church’s calling in our culture today? What 
are some consequences of following mainstream cultural 
trends instead of solid biblical truth?


SECOND DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 164–166).
3. Biblical Christianity and ideological social justice are 


____________________ worldviews. They are diametrically 
opposed on matters of ____________________ (the study of 
knowledge), human nature and ______________, morality, 
and _____________. 


4. What are two reasons the author believes people are 
“deconstructing” their faith?
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5. How has ideological social justice made such rapid, deep 
inroads into the very heart of American evangelicalism?
• Their advocates ___________ in our evangelical 


universities and seminaries.
• They publish their ___________ and ___________ in 


Christian publishing houses and institutions.
• They have been given _______________ to share their 


message with huge numbers of young evangelicals.


THIRD DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 166–168).
6. What are three reasons so many influential evangelical 


teachers and organizations are supporting a clearly 
unbiblical ideology? Which reason do you think is most 
compelling to them?


7. What was lost to both mainstream Protestantism and 
fundamentalism when they abandoned the biblical 
worldview for either the “social gospel” or “Gnostic dualism” 
at the beginning of the twentieth century?
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8. Name some examples of missionary-minded believers 
who understood and lived out a seamless linkage of gospel 
proclamation, discipleship, and social and cultural impact? 


FOURTH DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 168–171).
9. What commitments do the “intellectual dark web” influencers 


share in their resistance to ideological social justice?


10. Pastor John MacArthur states, “Those who let the culture, 
a political ideology, popular opinion, or any other extra-
biblical source define ‘justice’ for them will soon find that 
______________ opposes them. If they are determined to 
retain a ______________ idea of justice, they will therefore 
have to _____________ Scripture” (page 170).


11. What unfortunate error of the fundamentalist movement is 
being repeated today among many who are openly resisting 
ideological social justice in the church?







Inroads into the Culture • • • and the Church (Part Two) 65


FIFTH DAY
Read Chapter Seven (pages 172–173).
12. The church needs to rediscover and champion a deeply 


_____________  _____________ to cultural engagement, in 
ways that lead to greater ____________ and ___________  
_____________.


13. What do people need in order to make sense of their lives? 


14. If the church isn’t championing the true story—the biblical 
worldview—the only alternatives will be __________ and 
ultimately _____________ worldviews.


SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Seven and Ephesians 4:15.
15. Based on your review of this chapter and the Ephesians 


verse, what have you learned about God and/or the church? 
How will you apply what you have learned this week?
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WEEK 10


Driving Out a Bad 
Worldview by 


Offering    a    Better    One 


The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 


sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free.
—Luke 4:18


FIRST DAY
Read Chapter Eight (pages 175–178).
1. For many who have been swept into the puritanical cult of 


ideological social justice, this ideology fills the hole in their 
soul for ___________, ____________, and ____________.
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2. When evangelical leaders (knowingly or unknowingly) 
promote many of the central tenets of ideological social 
justice, what ideas do they end up “pushing”? What injustices 
do they end up becoming silent about and disengaged in 
because they go against the social justice narrative?


SECOND DAY
Read Chapter Eight (pages 179–182).
3. What kind of story does the world need to hear about 


identity?


4. If your story tells you that your primary identity is 
“victim,” your life will be marked by ______________, 
________________, ________________, and 
_______________.


5. If your story tells you that your primary identity is privileged 
oppressor, your life will be marked by __________ and 
__________.
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6. If your story tells you that your identity is “sinner, yet loved 
by God and saved by grace,” your life will be marked by 
_____________ and ____________.


7. Compare “anti-ideological social justice” with a “pro-
biblical worldview.


THIRD DAY
Read Chapter Eight (pages 183–185).
8. What does it mean that believers are called to be 


“ambassadors” of Christ’s kingdom?


9. Christians believe that change must first be __________ 
and ___________ before it can manifest itself _________ in 
society and culture.


10. The biblical worldview brings together both evangelism and 
social transformation. How does John Stott sum this up in 
Issues Facing Christians Today? 
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FOURTH DAY
Read Chapter Eight (pages 185–192).
11. Cancel culture doesn’t believe in ________  _________, 


dialogue, or _________ with ideological adversaries. What 
are other destructive elements of cancel culture?


12. How should Christian opponents of ideological social 
justice respond to their “opponents”? Which is most difficult 
for you to do?


FIFTH DAY
Read Chapter Eight (pages 193–202).
13. What key institutions shape our culture today, and how can 


we influence them?
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14. Explain this quote from Darrow Miller: “If the church fails 
to disciple the nation, the nation will disciple the church.”


15. Since justice is ultimately God’s work, in what way ought 
believers to do it?


SIXTH DAY
Review Chapter Eight and Luke 4:18.
16. Based on your review of this chapter and the Luke verse, 


what have you learned about God and/or the church? How 
will you apply what you have learned this week?


17. What are any final reflections and or any “calls to action” you 
have after reading Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice? How 
can we be praying for you as you seek to integrate into your life 
the things you’ve learned from this book and our group?
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