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Here are some characteristics of His Kingdom, but there are many more things that you can
add.

The Kingdom is upside down. It's actually the right side

1. The Kingdom is upside down.. Up. |t dOGS not make sense.

|
+ Lead by serving ;
« Live by dying |
+ Receive by giving |
+ B first by being last |

The Kingdom is inside out. Before | can
establish the Kingdom, the Kingdom must
first be within me. The kingdoms of my life
must become the Kingdom of Christ to allow
Christ to rule in me in order to rule through
me.

Discovering the Kingdom

| 2. The Kingdom is inside out..

= “nor will they say, 'See here!' or 'See there!' For
indeed, the kingdom of God is within you."
- Luk 17:21

Discovering the Kingdom

The Kingdom is revealed in Christ. Christ didn't come
3. Itis revealed in Christ...

to come give us wisdom, He came to be wisdom for

+ “He is the image of the invisible God, the

firstborn over all creation. For by Him all us. He didn't come to give us power, He became

thing§ were crgatgd.:.yvhether thrones or A .

dominions or principalities or powers. All power for us. He didn't come to resurrect us from the
things were created through Him and for

Hin: AldiHies beforenfhinge 2 Cin dead, He became resurrection for us. He is the very

Him all things consist....that in all things He

h hy i . For it pleased th H H
" Esther that i Him allthe fullness should. essence of what the Kingdom of God is.
dwell..” - Col 1:15-19
B o L. , . .
= Christ is God’s ultimate reality. He became the son of



man and the Son of God, our representative in the new covenant and God’s representative in
the new covenant. All God’s fullness dwells in him.

God wants Christ to have the preeminence. The Holy Spirit working in us wants to establish
Christ. Paul is saying to the church in Galatia that | am in child birth because | want to see
Christ in you. That is the end goal of our discipleship. Not to try to be like Jesus. But to allow
the Holy Spirit to conform us toward the image of Christ.

This Kingdom is comprehensive. Everything was reconciled: man with God, man with man,
man with woman, tribe with tribe, nation with nation, Jew with Gentile, and man with creation.
It's finished. It's done. Everything is included.

Now God is giving us the ministry of reconciliation. Living in South Africa and still bearing the
effects of our father, what South Africa needs to make the country really the rainbow nation is
for the church to rise up and become ministers of reconciliation. To preach a message that
transcends culture, transcends race, transcend all the isms that we have in society:
denominationalism, sexism, tribalism. It is only the Kingdom that can transcend all of that. For
time as this we need the Kingdom.

It sanctifies the common things. That whatever |
do | now do for His glory. Work becomes S
worship. When | do the dishes it's worship. B! 5. It sanctifies the common...

When | sweep the floor it is worship. When I'm a
lawyer my work becomes worship. The work of a
medical doctor is worship. Living Coram Deo -
living before His face - and bring glory to Him.

+ “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. |
God," -1 Cor10:31 |

The Kingdom is now and the Kingdom is not yet.
The Kingdom came, the Kingdom is coming, and
the Kingdom will come.

Discovering the Kingdom

» 6. Itis now and not yet |

|

+ “Your kingdom come. Your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.” - Matt 6:10

These are just things that you can start to create
some hooks in your studies that you can use as
framework. What are the characteristics of the
Kingdom that we are to seek because it's worth
seeking, because it's worth finding?




It doesn't fear death. First Corinthians 15, "Oh
death, where is your sting?" Although | go through
the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil
because this Kingdom conquered death.

iscovering the Kingdom

7. It does not fear death

+ "O death, where is your sting? O Hades, |
where is your victory.” - 1Cor 15:55

It’s on the offensive. | take every thought captive
because the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but strong and mighty in God to pull down

Discovering the Kingdom

. It is offensive

» “And from the days of John the Baptist until

now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, arguments, to pull down forces that set itself
and the violent take it by force.” i
i against God. It moves forward. The armor of God

is all offensive weapons. There is not one weapon

that's defensive. In the Kingdom we don't run

backwards. We go forward. We take stumbling
zetny blocks and make them stepping stones.

The seven letters to the churches in Asia that Christ wrote in Revelation is saying if you
overcome. We need to move forward, constantly moving forward. Invade enemy territory.

Discovering the Kingdom

| 9, It is unshakable

This Kingdom is unshakeable. We received an
unshakeable kingdom, the strongest force on
earth.

« “Therefore, since we're receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful,
and so worship God acceptably with reverence
and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.”
- Heb 12:28-29

The Kingdom is open to all. Everybody is welcome.
Nobody is excluded. In the same way that we said
that the Kingdom sanctifies the common, the
Kingdom goes into the byways and the highways
and

.
Discovering the Kingdom invites

B el those that have been cast out. We're the broken, the

Diseip
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= “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is

neither slave nor free, there is neither male poor, and the hungry because the Kingdom is open to
nor female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus."- Gal 3:28 t h em.



The Kingdom advances little by little. The
Kingdom goes forward in small steps. In
Deuteronomy 7:22 God gave the land to the
Israelite to possess, but He only increased them
little by little. Do not underestimate that they
have small beginnings. It's the principle of the
seed. The mustard seed, the smallest of all the
seeds, becomes this big tree where the birds
come and nest in the branches. It doesn't move
forward quickly, but it moves forward.

Discovering the Kingdom

| 11. It advances little by little |

|

« "And the Lord your God will drive out those |

nations before you little by little: you will be |

unable to destroy them at once, lest the |

beasts of the field become too numerous for |
you.” - Deut 7:22

It is based on covenant because it is based on the

Discovering the Kingdom constitution (the Bible). This book is about covenant.

T i e | wish we had time to talk more about this.

» “He has delivered us from the power of
darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom |
of the Son of His love, in whom we have |
redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins.” - col 1:13,14

Then, the last one on our list - the Kingdom is
righteousness and peace, shalom. When | think

Discovering the Kingdom

| 13. It is Righteousness, Peace and Joy

about the word Shalom, three words come to
mind. | just call it WOW - wholeness, oneness,
wellness. So, the vision for our community is

shalom - wholeness, oneness, wellness. That is the

Kingdom of God. Then it is joy in the Holy Spirit.

The one transformational indicator that excites me

is ‘joy.” Because when people experience joy it

in the Holy Spirit

+ "“....for the kingdom of God is not eating and
drinking, but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves
Christ in these things is acceptable to God and
approved by men. “ - Rom 14:17,18
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becomes the power of God within them. That's exactly where the Kingdom is. It is
righteousness, peace, and it is joy. And there are so many things else that the Kingdom is.

E. Stanley Jones was a missionary to India many, many years ago. He wrote a book, The
Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging Person. He captured a few thoughts that | would like

to refer to.

But before we do that this is the summary of
everything that we said just now.

The Kingdom we need to receive and
possess: It's the Kingdom that's upside
down and inside out. It's
comprehensive and revealed in Christ.

...upside down
. ..inside out
...revealed in Christ

...comprehensive
...sanctifies the common
...now and not yet
...offensive
. ...does not fear death
. ...unshakable

. ...open to all
....advancing little by little
....based on Covenant
....righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit




It sanctifies the common. It now and not yet. It’s on the offensive and it doesn’t fear
death. It’s unshakeable and it is open to all. It advances little by little and it is based on
covenant. Itis righteousness, peace and joy. And for a time as this, that's what we need
to seek, that's what we need to posses.

The Kingdom is God's total answer to man's total need,
- E. Stanley Jones.

“The Kingdom is God's total
answer to man's total
needs.”

- E. Stanley Jones

He said seeing the Kingdom gives a focal point
our lives. It gives a mission to the church. It
gives us a first priority and a final goal. It gives
meaning to history and excitement for the
future. The Kingdom gives us a grid, a set
glasses, through which we can view all the
realities of life. It gives us a worldview, a
worldview that's victorious.

to

“Seeing the Kingdom gives a focal
point to our lives, families and
ministries.

* | It gives mission to the Church - a
task to fuffill.

It gives us our first priority and our
final goal.

It gives meaning to history, and
excitement for the future.

It gives us a grid through which we
can view all the realities of life.”

- E. Stanley Jones

He (E. Stanley Jones) concludes by saying, discover
the Kingdom. Surrender to the Kingdom. Make the
' - e Kingdom your life, loyalty, and your life program. And
in everything and everywhere you will be relevant. It
must be our first priority. The first thing that we
must do is seek the Kingdom. That alone will bring
perspective, God’s perspective.

Discover the Kingdom, surrender to the |
Kingdom, make the Kingdom your life loyalty |
and your life program, then in everything and |
everywhere you will be relevant.
- E Stanley Jones

Possessing the Kingdom. Again, in Daniel 7 that's the keyword, it is to occupy, to take hold. I've
met many people in my life that received the Kingdom. But for them it was like receiving the
Kingdom but standing on the porch. They reached the door of the Kingdom, they were looking
through the window, but they didn't go in. They didn't enter the dome of the Kingdom.
Justification brought us to the door. Sanctification is calling us into the house. It's teaching us
the household rules. Sanctification allows us to dine with the King, to have fellowship with Him,
to receive the privilege of His Son and be an heir of the estate. Sadly, many people are standing
out there justified. They are standing at the door and they thought this is it. But we are only
justified so that we can be sanctified. We are called to the door of the dome of the king so that



we can enter. Oh, there's so much more. | haven't seen
nothing yet. You need to live in the household of the King.
But in entering the Kingdom in order to possess the
Kingdom, Jesus is saying some real things. To Nicodemus,
He said, "One must be born again."

Possessing the Kingdom

"Jesus answered and said to him, "Most |
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is
born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." - Joh 3:3

It means that we cannot enter the Kingdom in the way
that we have come. We need to lay down our lives. We
need to change our minds. We need to change
operating systems. You cannot run the applications of
the Kingdom on Windows. You need a Kingdom
operating system to run the apps of the Kingdom. So we
need to change our operating system.

Fruit = Consequences
Branches = Behavior

Trunk = Values

Jesus also said that we need to become like little
children. We need to humble ourselves. How serious

Roots = Beli‘ﬂ o
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Possessing Hhe Kingdom are we? Are we willing to let go of everything like the
- ‘ merchant?
‘ “...and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless |
you are converted and become as little |
#  children, you will by no means enter the | .
‘ kingdom of heaven. ‘ When he found the pearl of great price he sold
| Therefore whoever humbles himself as this . .
| little child is the greatest in the kingdom everythlng that he had He dldn't come to the
) Kingdom on his terms. Whatever it takes because this
is what | want, this is what | need.
mes
g F

Jesus told the story where the king arranged a marriage for his son. Not only did the invited
guest not show up, he sent his servants to the highways and byways to invite people. But one
man entered the royal hall without the wedding garment of the king. He came in with his own
righteousness, with his own good deeds. And the king said, "Friend, how did you get in here?"
If we're not wearing the rightousness which is Christ, our attempts to be righteous are not
sufficient.

We need to walk in the Spirit and not in the flesh. In Matthew 19, a well-known scripture, Jesus
said to the rich man, "You cannot enter the Kingdom of God because you love your possessions
so much." Then He said, "It's difficult for a rich man to enter the Kingdom.” There are many
explanations for the eye of the needle. Some people say it refers to a small gate within the gate
of Jerusalem and the only way for a pilgrim, a visitor, a traveler to enter the city is to unpack his
camel and then to get the camel down on its knees. But, there is no archeological proof of this.
A few verses later Jesus said, "What is impossible for man is possible to God." If we still
worship mammon, we cannot enter because | cannot serve two masters. That's why Christ has
come, so | can rest in His completed work.

So, possessing the Kingdom becomes important. God

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, called us out so that we could enter it. And it is
| Isay to you that it is hard for a rich man to
| enter the kingdom of heaven.
And again I say to you, it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle
| than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
[ of God."
- Matt 19:23,24




sometimes so difficult. We see it with the Israelites. They were quick to leave Egypt. They were
quick to get out. But, they were slow to get in. It's the same with so many Christians. We need
to enterin.

>
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The last part, the ultimate part, is to demonstrate the
Kingdom.

2  1.Discerning the Times
«. | 2.Discovering the Kingdom
o 3.Possessing the Kingdom
4.Demonstrating the Kingdom
- A Call to Truth & Love

What we said this morning is so important. We need to
understand the role of the church, the calling of the
church, and the identity of the church. There are many things that we can say (on this topic).
We can quote the book of Ephesians when it comes to the role of the church. Here are a few
thoughts. InIsaiah 52 it says, "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who
brings us good news.” And we see the three words that the Kingdom is about, righteousness
(salvation), peace, and joy or glad tidings. He brings good news who brings the Kingdom, who
says to Zion, “Your king reigns.” That's why the feet are so beautiful because they bring a
message that is victorious. It is glad tidings. If the gospel that you have heard is not glad
tidings you have heard the wrong gospel. Your God reigns.

What we desire is to see the Kingdom of God come in our communities. We want to
experience the fruit of the Spirit, of the rule of God. The righteousness and the peace, the
restoration of dignity and joy, the wholeness and the wellness, of people stopping crying, the
healing of the wound. We want to see God's reign coming to our communities. Because the
fruit that we desire is the fruit of the Spirit of God, as the Spirit of God establishes His reign in
us and through us.

Looking back at our theme, Possessing the Kingdom, is a call to truth. The Kingdom we said is
revealed in Christ so the call to truth is not outside of Christ. Truth is not a doctrine. Truth is
not theology. Truth is a person. And, | have relationship with truth. Pilot asked Christ, “Are

H M . n . . .
you King?” Jesus said, "You have said rightly. 1 am a King. For

this cause | was born and
The Truth in Love
Demonstrating the Kingdom

for this cause I've come @
A Call to Truth into the world that |
should be witness of the
truth. Everyone who is of
the truth hears My
voice." Christ is the truth.
The call to truth is a call to Chrlst

“...but, speaking the truth in love, may |
grow up in all things into Him who is the |
head—Christ—..."
- Eph 4:15

“Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a
king then?" Jesus answered, "You say
rightly that I am a king. For this cause
I was born, and for this cause I have
come into the world, that I should bear
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of
the truth hears My voice."
- Joh 18:37

Demonstrating the Kingdom

The Truth in Love

"...and if there is any other commandment,
are all summed up in this saying,
namely, “you shall love your
neighbour as yourself,” Love does no
harm to a neighbour; therefore love is
the fulfilment of the law.” - rom. 13:9.10



In John 14:6, Jesus said, “l am the truth. | am the life.”
A call to truth is a call to Christ, the preeminence of
Christ, a Christ-centered worldview. In Ephesians 6:14,
it says, "Stand therefore having girded your waist with
truth."

“Stand therefore, having girded your
waist with truth, having put on the
breastplate of righteousness”,...
- Eph 6:14

Having put on the breastplate of righteousness. Let us gird ourselves with the truth. Itis like a

promise that we need to make, a promise to tell the 8 Possessing the Kingdom
whole truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. A Call to Truth & Love

Fruit = Consequences

God'’s Relgn/Glory
A call to truth, as we said, is a call to Christ. Because in (Pl

this tree that we are referring to, the tree in our

community, the only way that | can be the fruit that

God wants is when | have the root that God wants. : - o
5 Truth (Roots)

Branches = Behavior

Trunk = Values
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Christ became for us the root. In John 15 it says that H i
we have been chopped off. Our root system has been removed and we have been crafted in
Christ. And He becomes our position. Without Him we can't do anything. In Matthew chapter
3 John said repent for the Kingdom of God at hand. He - -

said the axe is laid again at the root of the tree because GG

Christ came as the root of David, the root of Jesse, and we
need to be rooted and grounded in Him. Without Him we
cannot do anything. "l am the true vine," He says. “l am
the truth. | am the true vine, abide in Me and | in you.”
Now when you look at the
fruit of God’s reign, the
fruit of God’s Kingdom to come, we put truth in the root. We
uproot the lies.

*...Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed
to open the scroll and to loose its seven
seals." —Rev 5:5

... am the Root and the Offspring of
David, the Bright and Morning Star."
—Rev 22:16

Demonstrating the Kingdom

A Call to Truth

“I am the true vine ... abide
in Me, and I in you."
- Joh 15:1-3

And now we pull down strongholds. We expose ideas and

- arguments that are being set up against God. We replace our
root systems with one root, the root, Christ Jesus. He's not one of many. He's the only one.
Then we see the truth is growing because we are aiming at the roots.

Now we see there's another call, not only to truth, but a call to love. In Ephesians 4:15 truth is

expressed as love. The church receives the fullness of Christ

because Christ is the Head of the church. And the fullness of

b G mas e 2 Christ, the fullness of God, was given to the church. In

(Fruit) Ephesians, Paul is saying that the fullness of God equals love.

i ol So, for | the church to understand its role, we need to know
e e what love is. The question was put to Jesus, “What the

Love (Trunk)

~ WS
Truth (Roots)




greatest commandment in the law?” Three times He said, “You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all you soul, with all your understanding. And you need to love your
neighbor as you love yourself.”

And then three times Jesus even summed this up further in what Bob (Moffitt) termed the
irreduceable minimum of the law. All the commands, the law of the prophets, the worldview of
the Kingdom, is summed up in these words, “you should love your neighbor as you love
yourself.” Because love is the performance of the law. Because, if | love God | will love my
neighbor. But, the opposite is also true. If | do not love my neighbor, | do not love God. Not
only (is this stated) in Romans, but also in Galatians, “For
all the law is fulfilled in one word. You shall love your
neighbor as you love yourself.” There are a number of
laws in the Kingdom. One of the laws is the law of
reciprocity which is the golden rule of the Kingdom. It

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word,

i L Smedulor 2k o goes like this, “Whatever you want men to do to you shall
doto
them.”

i That's the
golden rule of the Kingdom because this is the
law and the prophets. Do unto others as Christ
has done for you.

: | A Call to Love

The Golden Rule of the
Kingdom

“Therefore, whatever you
want men to do to you, do
also to them, for this is the

Law and the Prophets. *
- Matt 7:12

(Now we are talking about the Kingdom.) Not
only is this called the golden rule of the Kingdom,

in James chapter 2 verse 8 James talks about the royal
law, the law of the King. If you really fulfill the royal
law, according to the scripture, you shall love your
neighbor as your self and you do well.

The Royal Law

“If you really fulfil the royal
| law according to the Scripture,
“You shall love your

‘ A Call to Love
[
|
[

[ oo ifuwanEaly Possessing the Kingdom is calling us to truth. Take all
? S 3} of the truth. Possessing the Kingdom is calling us to
e love, to understand what love is, to understand our call

and roIe of the church, to understand the great commandment, the golden rule of the
Kingdom, the royal law. But, also to know that we need to abide in Christ because not only is
He the truth, John 15 is saying, that | need to abide in His love because He is the love of God.
This was demonstrated to us.

@. Possessing the Kingdom
Going back to our tree. Our truth has been expressed @Al to P

as love which should be the identity of the church. We God'’s Reign/Glory

Fruit = Consequences

are called Christians. If Christ is love, so are we. If LD

. . . . Branches = Behavior
Christ is truth, so are we. (Because) Christians means | w . |
“little Christs.” And now the church has a role to Love (Trunk) JinksValies

express who God is. God is love and his fullness is love. ; - >

Truth (Roots) Roots = aeuﬁp {.,'.','..




So, when we love, the fullness of God is being made visible. We are the hands and feet of
Christ.

The last part is that truth and love is a call to serve. 5 Possessing the Kingdom
The highest reflection of the Kingdom of God is @A Call to Truth, Love = Serve
servanthood. That's is why Jesus came to
demonstrate. God could have shouted, with all
respect, "l love you. But God said no. He wants to
demonstrate His love and the only way that He could
demonstrate how deeply He loves us is to lay down his
life and to serve. To say, "This is how | love you. I'm ;
willing to give everything for you." We couldn't understand the concept of His love until we
experienced His service to us. He says, | didn't come to be serve, but to lay down my life. If our
God and King shows His greatness in His servant heart, why do we want to be different?

GOd’S Reig 0 /G 'ory Fruit = Consequences.
(Fruit)
1

Serve (Branches) Branches = Behavior

1 | | |
Love (Trunk)

Trunk = Values

W
Truth (Roots)
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First John 3:16-20 is saying this, "This is how we know love. Because He laid down His life for us
and we ought to lay down our lives for the other.” Let us love, not with words, but with
actions. That's not saying that | need to do this in my own ability. My position is to abide in
Christ and now is his love flowing through me. Let this

mind, these thoughts which was also in Christ Jesus, I

being in the a form of God, did not consider it robbery to L8 s e ey
be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation
taking the form of a servant. That is how we as the
church need to express God’s love and His truth in the
community where he placed us. It's one thing for a
leader to serve if the community knows he's the leader. :
He's been treated as the leader although he is serving. But, it is somethmg totally dlfferent
when a leader serves and is being treated as a servant. That is where we need to go, to lay
down our lives, possess the Kingdom, not only the words, but with our entire being. To have
our minds renewed, our hearts renewed, our spirits renewed, and filled with the spirit of Christ.

Possessing the Kingdom
@ A Call to Truth, Love = Serve

God’s Reign/Glory
(Fruit)

“Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal

with God, but made Himself of no

reputation, taking the form of a

bondservant, and commg in the likeness of
men.”

- Phil 2:5-7

Dm—vm

Now we have our picture complete. The truth in the
roots is expressed as unselfish, Agape, covenant love.
And the way we take that into society and community
around us is to serve. As a result, the fruit of God, the
delicious fruit of God, the nutritious fruit that we need,
will flow through us.

Fruit = Consequences

Se'-ve (Branches) Branches = Behavior

Trunk = Values

Love (Trunk)

7 WA
Truth (Roots)

Roots = Bnll‘ﬂsum

Possessing the Kingdom is for a time as this. A call to
truth for a time as this. A call to love for a time as this. And we can say possessing the Kingdom
is a call to serve and that's what we need in the time that we are living in.

This is the essence of what this movement is about. It's about a worldview, a belief system
that's rooted in truth. And out of that worldview flows a group of people, justified, sanctified,



loving their neighbor as they love themselves. And the way they go about doing it is to lay
down their lives. It's not | that live but it's Christ living within. As a result the kingdoms of this
world will become the Kingdom of our Christ. Amen.



